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Unprotected against spending

Monday, January 29, 2007

If there is one constant concern among Maine citizens, it is the rising tax 

burden and tepid business climate which threaten to plunge the state into a 

full-blown fiscal crisis. Unfortunately, it appears as if these concerns are not 

shared with the majority Democrats in Augusta.

When the Taxpayer Bill of Rights was voted down last November, it was 

largely due to the promises of its opponents, such as the Maine Education 

Association, the Maine Municipal Association and the Maine State Chamber of 

Commerce, that some form of tax relief would be offered in its place.

Unfortunately, those promises have already been broken. Joint Rule 219 was 

a measure promised by TABOR opponents which required a two-thirds vote of 

the Legislature to override the spending restrictions of LD 1. Now, even the 

weak reforms of LD 1 are in danger. Although Joint Rule 219 passed 

unanimously in the Senate, obstructionist Democrats decided to stall a vote in 

the House by questioning its constitutionality to the Attorney General. When 

there was no clear answer from his office, they decided to shoot down the 

bill's protections by voting against it on party lines, 84-60.

In the 2006 election, the ruling Democrats promised to answer the concerns 

of the citizens of Maine. It is only January, and already they have shown us 

that there are other, more important things than protections against 

unbridled government spending.

Brent A. Bowen, Lewiston

Comments

Posted By:PLS at January 29, 2007 9:15 AM (Suggest Removal)

I again urge all Maine citizens to write our elected officials at all levels of 

goverment by using this great thing called the computer by going to 

maine.gov and using the appropriate links to notify them all. Lets bombbard 

them with our views on this issue and other issues facing this state. " We the 

People "

| Add your comments

Posted By:George A. at January 29, 2007 10:14 AM (Suggest Removal)

What do you expect? The Maine citizens have been gullible to the liberal 

promises for 4 decades. Given that and that a majority of Maine people are 

either working for government or on the dole to government, is it no wonder 

that Maine is a blue state and the voters haven't a clue what is being done to 

them.
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CMMC Presented Medal 
of Honor

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
has recognized Central Maine 
Medical Center for 
substantially raising the organ 
donation rate of eligible 
donors at its Lewiston facility.

read more >>

Jamie Loggins, M.D.

has been appointed to the 
Central Maine Medical Center 
Medical Staff. He has assumed 
the medical directorship of 
Central Maine Bariatric 
Surgery, a CMMC surgical 
practice.

read more >>

Northeast Plastic 
Surgery

a Lewiston-based surgical 
practice, has joined a 
multispecialty group physician 
practice affiliated with Central 
Maine Medical Center.

read more >>

Juergen H. Bertram, 
M.D.

a hematologist-oncologist, has 
been appointed to the Central 
Maine Medical Center Medical 
Staff. He is practicing with 
Hematology-Oncology 
Associates, a CMMC-affiliated 
physician practice.

read more >>
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Posted By:Robet at January 29, 2007 10:27 PM (Suggest Removal)

We had a chance to vote TABOR in...we blew it.
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Not Actual Vehicle

2006 Limited Model 
Shown

Rowe Auburn
Price: $25,220

Mileage: 15

Color:
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