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Collins vs. Allen for Senate: an easy choice

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Just a few days ago, liberal 1st District Congressman Tom Allen 
announced that he is running against U.S. Sen. Susan Collins. Both 
Collins and Allen have served in Congress since 1997. 

If Allen wants a promotion, let's compare his record with that of Collins 
while both have served in Congress.

In representing Maine, Collins has been a tireless advocate for her 
native state, especially in supporting Maine jobs. 

As a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Collins fought 
to keep the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open and supported legislation 
to provide a continued and steady workload at Bath Iron Works. 

She has also sponsored legislation to increase Pell Grants and other 
student financial aid for Maine's young people. 

In addition, Collins led the fight to restore critical funding to Medicare 
for home health care so that elderly citizens and disabled can receive 
needed care in their own homes.

The contrast between Collins' record of accomplishment, Allen's record 
is stark at best. Since 1997, Allen has not authored any major 
legislation that has been signed into law. Furthermore, Allen 
unexpectedly gave up his seat on the House Armed Services Committee 
in 2004 in order to pursue "other interests," just when Maine needed 
another voice to fight to keep the Brunswick Naval Air Station open and 
protect important jobs at Bath Iron Works.

In my opinion, the choice for the U.S. Senate is easy. I choose Collins' 
strong advocacy for Maine people over Allen's misguided priorities.

Jacob Roundtree

Waterville

jjroundt@colby.edu

Reader comments

partytom62 of winslow, ME
May 18, 2007 9:43 AM
I was in Allen's office two years ago hoping to talk to him about small business health care insurance. his 
aides said that there is nothing wrong in Maine but thanks for coming to DC but Congressman Allen knows 
what he is doing....So is Healthcare Insurance not an issue for others but me? Collins has my vote!

Kay of Durham, ME
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May 16, 2007 7:45 AM
Interesting, but yet, Collins has voted for everyone of Bush's tax cuts which has only benefited those at 
the top. She's voted for permanently repealing the Estate Tax, which also benefits those few families at 
the top. She voted for the Iraq war (Tom Allen did not) and she voted for Alito & Roberts knowing full well 
each of them would overturn Roe v. Wade (even Jerry Falwell said recently that that is the goal and the 
court is looking pretty good)! 

Besides the big government contracting jobs in the military industrial complex, what REGULAR jobs has 
Susan Collins pushed for? None! Oh that's right. She doesn't represent the little people here in Maine. 
She's for the fat cats. 

And....who does Susan Collins support? Oh that's right...Rick Santorum, John McCain, and Joe 
Lieberman....the OTHER jackboot lickers of the GOP who would do anything for George W. Bush & Dick 
Cheney's wacked policies! See Tom Allen doing that? Nope! 

Bigdaddy of Raymond, ME
May 15, 2007 7:53 PM
Collins (and Snowe) both voted for Samuel Alito for Supreme Court Justice. His writing, record, and
testimony suggest that he doesn't represent the values of Mainers. He is pro-big business (at expense of
little guy) and against the rights of individuals. NOT Maine values. Yet they voted to approve him. Why?
Because THEY don't truly represent Maine values. They try to spin things, but Maine went for Kerry (not
Bush) in '04 and Mainers gave him a 20% approval rating in the latest polls. So stop "rubberstamping" (as
another poster noted) Bush's ideological, religious right agenda at the expense of true Maine values that 
Bush's agenda doesn't reflect!

jm of Augusta, ME
May 15, 2007 7:24 PM
It's not supporting the troops to support Bush's plan to keep them dying in Iraq forever. 

All that produces is more "fallen" soldiers. 

BRING OUR TROOPS HOME NOW!

Show all 8 comments
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