
Leadership Institute http://www.leadershipinstitute.org/News/?NR=352

1 of 1 3/2/08 9:14 PM

Home

About Us

Training

Events

Job Placement

Donations & Giving

News
RSS Feed

Resources

Contact Us

Mission
The Leadership Institute's 
mission is to identify, 
recruit, train, and place 
conservatives in politics,
government, and the 
media.

E-Leader Newsletter
The latest schools, news and events 
each month from the Leadership 
Institute 

First Name 

Last Name 

  E-mail*

 Subscribe

 News Releases

Radical Professor Offers Extra Credit for Flag Burning or Arrest
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* * * NEWS RELEASE * * *

***Radical Professor Offers Extra Credit for Flag Burning or Arrest***

ORONO, MAINE Ð A professor at the University of Maine, Orono, shocked his class this semester when he
offered students extra credit if they burned the American flag or the U.S. Constitution or got themselves arrested
in the name of Òfree speech.Ó

Associate Professor Paul Grosswiler was addressing his first class on the "History of Mass Communication" at the
UniversityÕs School of Journalism when a student asked how he could earn extra credit in the course.

Grosswiler paused for a moment, then announced that he would award extra credit to students who burned the 
U.S. flag or the Constitution, or got themselves arrested for exhibiting free speech.

"There was the loudest silence ever for a second," recalls sophomore Rebekah McDade of Bangor, ME.

A classmate then asked Grosswiler if he was serious. "Absolutely," he replied.

According to McDade, Grosswiler had already claimed that free speech didnÕt exist in America anymore
because "the Republican administration has made it all but illegal."

"I was trying to listen to what he had to say about the course but he just kept making politically biased comments Ð
all strongly liberal," said McDade.

When McDade left the class she was concerned that as a conservative she would be unable to participate fully in
the class because of GrosswilerÕs blatant bias. When GrosswilerÕs left-wing outbursts continued in the next class,
McDade left the class and asked her advisor if she could take the class another semester with an objective
professor. The advisor agreed to her request.

Prompted by GrosswilerÕs behavior, McDade started a Students for Academic Freedom group, with help from
the Leadership InstituteÕs Campus Leadership Program.

McDade says the aim of the group is to promote intellectual diversity on campus.

"Students come to school for an education, not to hear propaganda from a radical professor," she said. "This kind
of academic malpractice is an outrage against taxpayers and a slap in the face to students who go to school to 
learn." 

The Leadership InstituteÕs Campus Leadership Program helps conservative students start groups and newspapers
on college campuses. More than 1,000 of these groups fight leftist abuses on campuses in all 50 states and the
District of Columbia. In August 2007, the Leadership Institute sent out 70 full-time field representatives to organize
new conservative student groups in all 50 states.

Students who would like to start a conservative group or campus newspaper should visit 
www.campusleadership.org. Additional information on the Leadership Institute is available at
www.leadershipinstitute.org.
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