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A television reporter had approached Jane Hewes, a student at the University

of Maine at Orono, and asked if she was supporting Barack Obama Ð she

must, she's young.

Her look just said frustration.

Four Maine college students spent the weekend volunteering in New

Hampshire for John McCain. ItÕs true, the overwhelming mood at their

respective campuses is in support of Obama. TheyÕre different.

TheyÕre also confident in a New Hampshire win for McCain on Tuesday.

The group canvassed around the Lebanon and Dartmouth College area,

knocking on 300 doors Sunday alone. They also helped set up for MondayÕs

McCain rally at the college.

They also put in time waving signs and attending the debate festivities.

Hewes said everyone was very receptive. TheyÕre used to being pestered

around campaign time. Ralph Kettell, a Colby College student, said McCain

has drummed up a lot of support around Western New Hampshire, while Mitt

Romney has gained a lot of supporters along the coast.

Although they did come across people supporting other candidates, ÒFew

people have discontent for McCain,Ó Kettell said. ÒHe should win the

nomination.Ó

After the New Hampshire primaries, the group will focus on growing their

numbers in Maine. Among college Republicans, support is spread out

between McCain, Romney and Giuliani.

Kettell said he doesnÕt expect a high turnout among students at the caucuses,

so whatever campaign recruits people will get the nomination. Over all,

theyÕre confident in a Maine McCain win as well.

Kettell said he likes McCain for his integrity.

ÒHe sticks to his guns,Ó Kettell said.

HewesÕ dad was in the Marines, so she likes his military experience. What

impresses her most, though, is his ability to compromise with the Democrats.

ÒHe gets a lot of flak from Republicans for it, but itÕs the only (for change),Ó

she said.

Chris Maliga of the University of Maine at Augusta agreed.

ÒHe has higher favorability ratings among the Democrats,Ó he said.

Maliga said he has always admired McCain because of his service in

Vietnam, his opposition to universal health care and, in general, his

experience. ÒHeÕs more experienced than Mitt Romney,Ó Maliga said.

University of Maine at Farmington student Katelyn Michaud said she

supported Rudy Giuliani at first, but changed her mind after one of the

debates.

ÒMcCain started to impress me,Ó she said. ÒHe is the most experienced of all

the candidates.Ó
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