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Campus GOP rallies troops
By SAMANTHA DEPOY 
Correspondent

Friday, March 23, 2007

FARMINGTON -- Peace activist Cindy Sheehan was a no-show but 
those who planned to protest her appearance at the University of 
Maine at Farmington kept their date to demonstrate.

About two dozen UMF students joined a trio of Colby College 
Republicans on Thursday night on the Farmington campus, voicing 
support for the War on Terror, the troops and President Bush.

Their rally was organized in response to Gold Star mother Cindy 
Sheehan's scheduled speech at the college as part of a day-long 
teach-in on war. 

Campus conservatives contended the teach-in had an anti-war tone. 

"It's just showing there is a different voice on campus," said Krystal 
Loucka, hoisting her pro-president poster. "When we were told Cindy 
Sheehan was coming, it really turned me off the teach-in. She's one 
of the most liberal, anti-war people out there. They might as well 
have brought Jane Fonda." 

Organizer Matthew Bray, president of the UMF College Republicans, 
criticized the teach-in. 

"This is our way of getting involved in the teach-in, which really 
should be called a preach-in. We're teaching something too." 

The day's events began with a talk by Major Michael Backus, director 
of Public Affairs for the Maine National Guard.

"It wasn't called a pro-peace day or an anti-war event. It was called 
a teach-in. We tried with all of our might to keep this unbiased," said 
organizer Gabrielle Potvin. "We're just trying to educate people 
here. With knowledge, comes power. Democracy is at hand here. 
They thought they were counteracting the teach-in, but it was 
actually strengthening it."

Despite disapproval of the teach-in, protesters centered their cheers 
on support for the troops.

"We don't all support the war but we all support the troops," Loucka 
said. "You can't do anything without support from home. It's like us 
in college. We couldn't be here without the support of our parents. 
Even though it's divided, this country is a family and our troops need 
that family's support."
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Leon Richard  of Farmington, ME
Mar 24, 2007 7:22 AM

I learned quite a bit about war from my grandfather who was on a "can" in the Pacific during WWII. 
He was actually on three different "boats" as the Japanese kept sinking the damned things. He was a 
radio operator, not the best job... as when the water's rising you're still talking. The Captain followed 
him off one boat. 
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My father taught me a bit about war and fighting too. He was in Korea... never talked alot about 
specifics. He never took me camping or hunting. He bought me all the camping equipment I could 
use. He took me down to the Boy Scout meetings, and camping trips. "Spent my last night in a tent, 
and I am not sleeping in another one ever again." Hunting? When I was old enough, he bought me a 
BB gun. He taught me to shoot it, and handle it safely. I had some painful lessons with that BB gun, but 
nobody was injured seriously and I ended up smarter for it. When he felt I was old enough and 
responsible enough, he gave me his rifle and shotgun. He took me out and showed me how to handle 
them. He took me in the woods and showed me how to hunt, what to look for, and turned me loose. 
"Shot and killed the last thing I want to. It's not a value thing. I did it before and enjoyed it. I don't 
enjoy it anymore. You'll like it or not, that's not up to me. If you like it, do it. If you don't, don't." 

His answer to, "Well, don't want to hunt anymore, how come you kept your guns?" taught me more 
about war than anything else in my life. It's kind of complicated so, read it careful. 

"Kept my guns for a couple of reasons. I wanted you to have them, I bought them new. The other is 
whether I want to shoot someone or not, doesn't matter. Some people will have to be shot." 
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MP  of Standish, ME
Mar 24, 2007 12:22 AM

GOD BLESS AMERICA, GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS , AND GOD BLESS FREE SPEECH.
report abuse

lianna wood  of canaan, ME
Mar 23, 2007 11:46 PM

Just a question has anyone here actually learned anything about war outside of school? Notice that it 
is a general question....whether you're an anti-war or pro-war believer. Nor is this question intended 
to insult anyone's intelligence. 

I don't know much about this Cindy Sheehan but if it's true that she has made statements desiring to 
go back in time and kill Bush as a baby, I don't exactly want her representing my views. 

Also, why is there so much name calling? I'm constantly reading how much freedom we all have and 
how much it is gained through the soldiers defense of this country yet when one expresses an opinion 
that others oppose there seems to be a great heap of disrespect. I don't see how that is supportive of 
the soldiers or anyone's freedom. We're all adults with opinions and there's absolutely nothing wrong 
with being in disagreement but isn't it possible to do so with regards to others?!

report abuse

Bush_lover  of Bangor, ME
Mar 23, 2007 7:17 PM

Dear Dr.Pepper, 
All I can say is learn that the CAPS lock key does not get your point across any better and learn how
to spell. Dont worry there where enough people like you at that "unbiased" teach in. Also just to let 
you know, the nation that you say used to be the greatest is one of the few that you could say things 
like that about and not be thrown in jail. So even though many dont beleive in the war, I do beleive 
you may have stepped over the edge in your comments. 
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